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Greetings Essex Schools Family:  

  

I want to recognize publicly our faculty and staff for what they do to support our children toward 
advancing excellence for Essex County Public Schools. The feedback I have received about the quality of 
virtual instruction has been impressive…faculty and staff planning and preparation are being well-
received by our students/parents and the public. Please allow me to take some time to give you an 
update on our planning efforts. 

Weekly, division and school-based teams are preparing for the October 26 start of in-person, student 
instruction.  We are developing plans at the school and district level, for review by our families and the 
public, concerning in-person instruction for students. Such planning will address daily in-person 
schedules, health and safety procedures in the buildings, and any possible changes to the virtual 
schedules, resulting from bringing students into the building for the three-week rotation. Our current 
plans are in draft form and we are not ready to share them with parents/students or the public quite 
yet. To share such planning details right now would not allow us to make needed changes as we 
discover mistakes, and multiple changes in our plans will create confusion with our staff/parents and the 
public. Our aim is to share district and school-based, in-person plans at the October 12 School Board 
meeting. In order to be flexible with our parents, we are continuing to accept applications for 100% 
virtual instruction. We will continue accepting 100% virtual applications through the second full week of 
October (10/16).  Selection of either in-person or virtual instruction will entail a full marking period 
requirement (nine weeks) before allowing a student to change the modality of instruction. Be advised 
that selection of 100% virtual instruction may limit a student from participation in clubs, sports and 
sports-related athletic activities.  

Perhaps some of you have heard by now, our beloved middle school principal Ms. Doranda Scott, is 
departing her post at EIS as principal. Like so many others, I was quite upset to hear about Ms. Scott’s 
resignation. In her letter of resignation Ms. Scott indicated, “given the demands of the job due to COVID 
19 closures and travel and family needs for my school aged children, unfortunately, it is necessary for 
me to make a very difficult decision.” Following this notification, Ms. Scott and I spoke and she shared 
with me that her own children participate in 100% virtual instruction at their schools in Maryland, and 
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support in their regard must be her priority. While saddened by her choice, as a parent myself, I 
understand that we must all put our children first and foremost.  

Provided that we are conducting school in the middle of this COVID pandemic, coupled with our plans to 
begin in-person instruction on October 26, the School Board and I worked quickly to fill the vacancy of 
principal at EIS. As such, it is indeed my honor to announce, Mrs. Fontella Calhoun as the new principal 
of Essex Intermediate School. Mrs. Calhoun is a hometown girl as she completed her primary and 
secondary studies in Essex County Public Schools. Mrs. Calhoun has completed collegiate studies at 
numerous institutions of higher learning. Among her many credentials, she holds degrees and 
certifications from the George Washington University, Virginia Commonwealth University, and even Ivy 
League institutions like Cornell. Moreover, Mrs. Calhoun is undertaking doctoral studies and will soon 
have the title, Dr. Fontella Calhoun. When I think of Ms. Scott, Mrs. Calhoun comes to mind. Not only 
have they worked closely and effectively with one another, Mrs. Calhoun possesses some of the same 
qualities such as a relentless focus on student success and a warm regard for Essex families and the 
community. Mrs. Calhoun has demonstrated excellence in her career in Essex schools, having worked in 
every building, and has effectively carried out her duties and responsibilities. Mrs. Calhoun and Ms. 
Scott have already begun the transition process necessary to ensure a minimum disruptive effect on the 
students and staff at EIS. Mrs. Calhoun is exceedingly qualified and is ready for the role of principal; her 
tenure in this regard will become effective October 30.  

In closing, I hope this notification finds our students and family safe and well. COVID-19 continues to 
present many challenges to us all. However, Essex County Public Schools is a place of Excellence…we will 
forge on to ensure we provide an exceptional educational experience for our children, nothing less will 
be acceptable!   

Respectfully,  

 

Dr. Harry R. Thomas III 
Division Superintendent  
Essex County Public Schools 
 

 

 

 


